206                  UNDECLARED   WAR
from then, and in 1923 the Conference of Ambassadors
therefore at last assigned East Galicia to Poland on the
understanding that "it is recognized by Poland that
... the ethnographical conditions necessitate a regime
of autonomy/3 Autonomy, however, remained a dead
letter. While the Ukrainians claimed to number well
over sk million, the Poles only admitted four million;
even in the 1930 census only 3,222,000 Ukrainians and
1,219,600 Ruthenes were officially counted. The best
argument against autonomy was, as ever, the extreme
confusion in which these various Slav people lived;
the Ukrainians were not so over-crowded as the Poles
and claimed over a third of all Poland as their terri-
torial right. In the towns everywhere the proportion
of Poles was high; and, of course, in predominantly
Polish areas like Cholm or Western Galicia there were
also Ukrainians. At all events the Ukrainians of
Poland were now subjected to centralized administra-
tion carried through only by Poles. Polish colonists
were settled on expropriated aristocratic estates. The
old Ukrainian schools, which the Austrian Govern-
ment had provided in Eastern Galicia, gradually
became utraquistic, i.e. bilingual, but there had been
relatively few of these schools and the rest of the
education now provided by the Poles for the Ukrain-
ians was in purely Polish schools. As for the old
demand for a Ukrainian University at Lwow raised in
the years before the war when some subjects had come
to be taught in Ukrainian, it was accepted in the 1932
law but consistently ignored in practice; all teaching
was Polish and the number of Ukrainian students was
limited.
The Ukrainians took to self-help; they also looked